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terms and that secrecy was impossible. Upon his statement
there were three persons besides ourselves who had knowledge
of the existence of the charges and the payment of money
must come to the knowledge of the Treasury officials. I
then said:

" Mr. Dodge, you cannot afford to pay this money. If
you are innocent you should contest the matter in the courts,
and if you convince the judge, even if you are technically
wrong, that there was no intent to defraud the Government
the Secretary can remit all the penalty, leaving you to pay
the duty/' His counsel, if they were competent, must have
given him similar advice and yet he paid voluntarily, about
two hundred and seventy-six thousand dollars to the officials
in New York, of which he and his friends proceeded to com-
plain. There was a suit, but it was the duty of the firm to
contest the claim of the Government, if they had a defence.
And if they had had a defence they were in no danger even
if they had violated the law ignorantly, for no Secretary
would have allowed honest men to suffer for an ignorant
violation of the revenue laws. Senator Edmunds placed upon
the records of the Senate a full statement of the case.